
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 NEW Research Initiative to Launch During Black History Month: 
“Slavery in the President’s Neighborhood” 

A Focus on those who Built, Lived and Worked at the White House  
Includes: New and Ongoing Research, Index of Enslaved Individuals,  

Virtual Mapping of D.C.’s Decatur House Slave Quarters, and more 
 

January 23, 2019 (Washington, D.C.) – The White House Historical Association is launching 
“Slavery in the President’s Neighborhood” on February 3, a new ongoing research initiative 
to tell the stories of the enslaved and free African Americans who built, lived, and worked at 
the White House and in surrounding homes on Lafayette Park. On its website, the 
Association will unveil an interactive timeline that traces stories of enslaved individuals 
beginning with those who lived in the Potomac Valley prior to the construction of the 
Federal City; information on the enslaved households of presidents; and key dates in 
American history related to slavery as an institution.  
 
“There are few written accounts of the enslaved and free African Americans who built, lived 
and worked at the White House and with this initiative, we’re focused on identifying those 
individuals and returning them to the historical forefront by telling their stories,” said Stewart 
McLaurin, President of the White House Historical Association. “We also wanted to create 
a space where this information could be continuously compiled and shared with the public to 
further the understanding of life at the White House during this time period.” 
 
Index of Enslaved Individuals 
Association historians have compiled an extensive list of all known enslaved people who were 
associated with the White House including those who worked on the White House and 
Capitol Building, as well as those who worked in presidential households and in the White 
House. Enslaved individuals worked in a variety of positions in the president’s household as 
chefs, gardeners, stable hands, maids, butlers, lady’s maids, valets and more.  
 
The Index includes names of the enslaved, names of slave owners, and any known dates 
associated with these individuals. The Index will be continuously updated as additional 
research is completed. 



 
Virtual Tour  
This initiative also provides online visitors with a self-guided virtual tour of one of the only 
surviving slave quarters within sight of the White House, located at the historic Decatur 
House on Lafayette Square, which is a National Trust for Historic Preservation site and 
home of the Association’s David M. Rubenstein National Center for White House History. 
Visitors can explore the second story of the back building, which was first used as a slave 
quarters in 1827. Henry Clay began a trend of bringing enslaved individuals to Decatur 
House, which continued through Martin Van Buren’s residency and was solidified by John 
Gadsby when he purchased the property.   
 
New Exhibit Panels / Ongoing Public Tours:  The White House Historical Association 
offers free public tours of the historic Decatur House. As part of the “Slavery in the 
President’s Neighborhood” initiative, new exhibit panels have been installed in the slave 
quarters space that can be viewed on the tour. The panels tell the story of slavery in 
Washington; in the President’s Neighborhood and in the Decatur House as well as the 
history of the preservation of the slave quarters space.  Tours are available Mondays 11AM-
2PM. To register for a tour, visit whitehousehistory.org. 
 
 
A Conversation with Lonnie G. Bunch, Hosted by David Rubenstein 
 
On February 5, 2020, the Association will kick off the launch of Slavery in the President’s 
Neighborhood with a moderated conversation between Dr. Lonnie G. Bunch and David 
Rubenstein. Dr. Bunch, the Founding Director of the National Museum of African 
American History & Culture, currently serves as the Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution. Rubenstein supported the creation of the David M. Rubenstein National Center 
for White House History and has also funded initiatives and projects across the country that 
focus on the lives and experiences of African Americans. 
 
When: February 5, 2020; program begins at 6:30PM  
Where: St. John’s Episcopal Church, 1525 H St NW, Washington, DC 20005 
 
Media interested in covering this private event must RSVP to Jessica Fredericks, Director of 
Communication at Jfredericks@whha.org. 
 
 
About The White House Historical Association 
First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy envisioned a restored White House that conveyed a sense of 
history through its decorative and fine arts. In 1961, the White House Historical Association 
was established to support her vision to preserve and share the Executive Mansion’s legacy 
for generations to come. Supported entirely by private resources, the Association’s mission is 
to assist in the preservation of the state and public rooms, fund acquisitions for the White 
House permanent collection, and educate the public on the history of the White House. 



Since its founding, the White House Historical Association has contributed more than $50 
million in fulfillment of its mission. To learn more about the White House Historical 
Association, please visit www.whitehousehistory.org. 
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