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Process paper 

 

How did I choose my topic and how does it relate to the annual theme? 

Recently, I read A Night Divided by Jenifer A. Nielsen, and it highly intrigued me. 

The plot revolved around the construction of the ‘Berlin Wall’. I started researching, about 

the events that led to the division of Germany. While doing so, I studied about the ‘Yalta 

conference’, additionally; I read books and articles to understand ‘Diplomacy’ for the NHD 

theme. As diplomacy is an art of dealing and negotiation between countries to solve 

problems, short of war and violence, I perceived that the Yalta Conference was an example of 

diplomacy as the leaders compromised and worked together to achieve their desired results. 

 

How did I create my project? 

Before researching the topic, I aimed to understand the NHD theme. I explored 

diplomacy, its tools, skills needed by a diplomat, and the parameters which define a 

diplomatic meeting successful. My next aim was to choose a category, writing a paper was 

the best option as; I wanted to work with my comfort, convenience, and pace. With a 

thorough analysis, I presented my perspective about the successful diplomacy at the 

Conference. 

 

How did I conduct my research? 

I started my research by knowing the premises of the Yalta conference such as why it 

was held, why the participating nations formed an alliance, what their political inclination 

and intentions were etc. The book Roosevelt and the Russians: The Yalta Conference by 

Edward R. Stettinius Jr. who, as Secretary of State, sat at the table, helped me understand all 

that happened at Yalta. I carefully examined all the primary and secondary sources which 
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were accessible. This included borrowing book from the library, discussions with a teacher, 

watching interviews and documentaries, reading old newspaper clips, etc. In the light of the 

pandemic, most of my research was done online, and Presidential Libraries proved very 

helpful. Throughout my research, I kept the details of all the resources relevant to the topic, 

which helped me to write a bibliography. 

 

What is my historical argument? 

A successful diplomacy has results that are win-win situations for all the participating 

nations. When only two nations are present it is much easier, but the situation gets tricky 

when more than one counterpart is involved. Successful diplomacy must create an 

arrangement where all nations involved feel satisfied and can at least achieve their most 

prioritized objective. The participating nations at the Yalta conference achieved their main 

goal and compromised on certain aims in exchange for rewards. In the end, each leader felt 

satisfied with the outcome of the conference. 

 

In what way is my topic significant in history? 

Yalta conference influenced the fate of millions of people throughout the 20th century 

and shaped modern history. At Yalta, Europe and Germany were divided, plans for the 

project ‘United Nation’ were laid out, conditions for the USSR to enter the Pacific War were 

discussed, etc. The Yalta conference serves as an early example of a high level of 

cooperation, despite severe differences, to end World War II and to eventually achieve lasting 

peace. 
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YALTA CONFERENCE: The Pinnacle of Wartime Diplomacy 

 

Abstract 

At the Yalta conference, Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin, accompanied by other 

delegates, made major decisions about the future progress of World War II and debated on a 

just settlement of the war-torn nations in Europe. ‘The Big Three’,
1
 as they were named, had 

their own set of agendas. The British wanted to restore the English Empire. The Soviets 

wanted to strengthen and secure their conquest over Europe, both for protection and to spread 

communism. The Americans wanted a successful conclusion of the Pacific War, and to 

replace the League of Nations with, ‘United Nations’.
2
 To accomplish their individual goals 

and work out specific deals, the leaders negotiated hard and generated a win-win situation. 

They mutually accepted a middle ground on their interests to put an end to the constant state 

of war. The agreements reached were on a whole, a diplomatic triumph, the difficulties came 

‘after’ Yalta when the promises were not respected.
3
 Although it is difficult to measure the 

success of a diplomatic meeting, sufficient evidence suggests that at Yalta, the pressing 

problems of war and peace were solved very skillfully, serving as an example of international 

cooperation.  

Introduction 

The Yalta Conference, also known as 'The Crimea Conference' was held from 

February 4th to 11th, 1945 in the resort city of Yalta, located near the Black Sea in the 

Crimean Peninsula. It was one of the three significant wartime meetings between the Allied 

powers and their leaders, Franklin D. Roosevelt (32nd President of the US), Winston 

Churchill (The British Prime Minister), and Joseph Stalin (The Soviet Premier), preceded by 

                                                
1
 See Appendix A 

2
 “The Yalta Conference, 1945.” OFFICE Of THE HISTORIAN, history.state.gov/milestones/1937-1945/yalta-conf.  

3
 Stettinius, Edward. Roosevelt and the Russians: The Yalta Conference. New York, Doubleday, 1949. 
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the Tehran Conference in 1943, and followed by the Potsdam Conference in 1945.
4
 The 

conference commenced with all three participating nations confident that their combined 

efforts had already put Germany on the verge of defeat and unconditional surrender. The 

Western Allies had liberated France and Belgium and were fighting on the western border of 

Germany. In the east, the Soviet army had pushed back Germans from Poland, Romania, 

Bulgaria, and was just miles away from Berlin.
5
 The overriding goal of the Yalta conference 

was to determine the fate of defeated Germany and to divide it into zones occupied by the 

principal Allied powers.
6 

Additionally, the settlement on the idea of deconstruction of the 

German military, prosecution of war criminals, and establishment of a special commission in 

Moscow to work out the details of the war reparations were also planned.
7
 Besides Germany, 

many crucial decisions were taken regarding Poland, Eastern Europe, the Pacific War, and 

the replacement of the League of Nations with the United Nations. With diplomacy, each 

leader influenced the decision of the others, and maintained the wartime alliance that was 

necessary to defeat the Axis Power. But, due to ideological and political differences between 

communist Soviet and capitalist Western Allies, the government to be formed in newly 

liberated countries in Eastern Europe became a bone of contention and hinted to the cold war 

to come.
8 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

The USA did not enter the war until 1941; it followed the policy of isolation by the 

‘Neutrality Acts of 1939’.
9
 Japan, Germany’s powerful ally, secretly attacked the American 

                                                
4 “Yalta Conference.” HISTORY, 2009, www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/yalta-conference 
5 See Appendix B 
6 “Allied Occupation of Germany, 1945–52.” U.S. DEPARTMENT of STATE ARCHIVE, 20 Jan. 2001, 2001–
2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/cwr/107189.htm 
7 Stettinius, Jr, Edward R., editor. “The German Question.” Roosevelt and the Russians: THE YALTA CONFERENCE, New 
York, Doubleday, 1949, pp. 117–34. 
8 “Yalta Conference Foreshadows the Cold War.” HISTORY, A&E Television Networks, 13 Nov. 2009, www.history.com/this-
day-in-history/yalta-conference-foreshadows-the-cold-war. 
9 “Neutrality Act of 1939.” The American Journal of International Law, vol. 34, no. 1, American Society of International Law, 
1940, pp. 44–74, https://doi.org/10.2307/2213414. 
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naval base of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on December 7, 1941.
10 

This brought America into the 

war, its superior military and machinery dramatically changed the course of the war in the 

favor of the Allies and the victory in Europe became imminent.
11 

Imperial Japan, however, 

showed no sign of quitting but was a growing threat. To end the Pacific war with a reduced 

number of casualties and time Roosevelt pressured Stalin to declare war against Japan. Stalin 

agreed to enter the war “two or three months” after Germany’s surrender; in return he secured 

geopolitical benefits.
12

 For Soviet cooperation, the other Allies agreed, the Soviet Union 

would gain control of the southern Sakhalin (Karafuto) and the Kuril Islands. Stalin also 

demanded access to Port Arthur and partial control of railroads in the Chinese province of 

Manchuria.
13 

Stalin kept his word and declared war against Japan in August 1945. The atomic 

bombs along with the Soviet invasion of Manchuria eventually led to the total surrender of 

Japan. 

Roosevelt’s other desired aim was to persuade the Soviets to participate in the newly 

formed United Nations, a World Organization- similar to the League of Nations. The basic 

principles for the establishment of the UN were already laid out in the various declarations 

that were issued from 1941 onward. The more precise details, along with the “one nation, one 

vote” policy, were discussed in Dumbarton Oaks, 1944.
14 “

To Stalin, however, the General 

Assembly seemed packed with British dominions and subservient Latin American nations 

that could collaborate with Britain and the United States against Soviet interests.”
15

 He was 

uncertain about the UN's efficacy and doubted that it could conspire against Soviet interests. 

Stalin demanded one vote for each of the
 
15 socialist provinces of the USSR in the General 

                                                
10 “Extract from an Interview with a Japanese Officer at Pearl Harbor Catalogue Ref: AIR 20/6053.” National Archives, 1945, 
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/worldwar2/theatres-of-war/pacific/investigation/pearl-harbor/sources/docs/2. 
11 Naval History and Heritage Command. Pearl Harbor Raid, www.history.navy.mil/our-collections/photography/wars-and-
events/world-war-ii/pearl-harbor-raid.html. Accessed 17 Oct. 2021 
12 See Appendix C 
13 “The Yalta Conference, 1945.” OFFICE OF THE HISTORIAN, https://history.state.gov/milestones/1937-1945/yalta-conf 
14 “History of the United Nations.” United Nations, 1945, www.un.org/en/model-united-nations/history-united-nations 
15 Ksardino. “7.4 FDR at Yalta FINAL 3.18.14.Pdf.” Franklin D Roosevelt: Presidential Library and Museum, 2014, 
www.fdrlibrary.org/documents/356632/390886/7.4+FDR+at+Yalta+FINAL+3.18.14.pdf/23bff8f2-dd7c-4e2b-a435-
24a279d6a9e2 
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Assembly in exchange for its participation, to which Roosevelt did not agree. After an 

exhausting debate, a compromise was made in which the Soviets and the United States each 

secured two extra votes. Stalin, who initially was hesitant, finally agreed to participate in the 

group.
16 

 

The Yalta conference was a diplomatic triumph for Roosevelt, as it laid the foundation of 

establishing the United States as the dominant postwar global power. The Soviet's agreement 

on joining the United Nations, and fighting against Japan was a major victory for President 

Roosevelt. 

“The work, my friend, is peace. More than an end of this war-an end to the beginning of all wars.”  
-Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 

Winston Churchill 

The reason for Britain to declare war on the Nazis on 3rd September 1939 was the 

German invasion of Poland.
17 

Churchill considered the restoration of Poland’s independence 

and the British Empire in Eastern Europe as one of its main objectives at Yalta. At the time of 

the conference, two Polish governments existed: The British and Americans recognized 

democratic government-in-exile based in London called “London Poles” and Stalin 

recognized communist friendly “Lublin Poles”.
18 

The question, however, was who was going 

to govern Poland post-war. Churchill pressed for free elections and a democratic government 

in Poland. For Stalin, the Polish question was an issue of both honor and security because 

both countries had long-lived disputes between themselves and a strong Poland would not 

become again “a corridor for an attack on Russia”.
19 

Out of fear of future German invasion, 

Stalin insisted on a Polish government loyal to the Soviets. For Roosevelt, without a 

democratic solution of Poland, the credibility of the UN will be suspected. On one side it was 

                                                
16 See Appendix D 
17 Pruszewicz, Marek. “How Britain and Poland Came to Be Intertwined.” BBC NEWS, 2014, www.bbc.com/news/magazine-
28979789 
18 Korkuć, Maciej. The Fighting Republic of Poland 1939–1945. Institute of National Remembrance, 2019, 
ipn.gov.pl/en/news/3273,quotThe-Fighting-Republic-of-Poland-1939-1945quot-a-popular-publication-for-youn.html 
19 Demetris, Loizos. “The Polish Question at the Yalta Conference,945A.” ANISTORITON, vol. 7, 2003, 
www.researchgate.net/publication/309533806_The_Polish_Question_at_the_Yalta_Conference_1945 
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Roosevelt’s and Churchill’s desire for the Poles to be free to choose their government, on the 

other side it was Stalin’s determination to keep Poland. But, there wasn’t much that the 

western powers could do as it was impossible to get the Soviets out of Poland except by 

starting another major war with uncertain results, which neither the US nor Britain wanted. 

After an extensive debate, Stalin agreed that his Lublin government would be reorganized on 

a broader democratic basis with the inclusion of democratic leaders from Poland itself and 

Poles abroad. He also promised free elections in Poland as early as possible. In return, Stalin 

acquired eastern Poland as a Soviet territory, and Poland was further expanded north and 

eastwards into Germany.
20

 In the end, Churchill compromised with the Soviets, maintained 

the allied coalition, and struggled to establish a framework for postwar cooperation. Churchill 

later said that, “the agreement on Poland was the best he could get.”
21

 

Churchill supported keeping France strong as he believed the US would retire from 

Europe and return to isolationism after the war. He admired the idea of two Western nations 

helping each other to face the colossal Soviet Union. Even without the French leader 

DeGaulle’s presence, Churchill proposed a French zone of occupation in a defeated 

Germany.
22

 Stalin agreed to this proposal, provided it came out of the Western Alliance 

territory.
23 

Churchill also got France a veto at the United Nations, which he believed would 

help to re-establish the British Empire in Europe.  

Thus with a commitment to Poland's free election and securing a large role for France 

in postwar Europe, Yalta proved to be a diplomatic success for Churchill. 

“When nations are strong, they are not always just, and when they wish to be just, they are no longer 
strong.”      

– Winston Churchill   

 

 

                                                
20 See Appendix E 
21 Cienciala, Anna M. “GREAT BRITAIN AND POLAND BEFORE AND AFTER YALTA (1943–1945): A REASSESSMENT.” 
The Polish Review, vol. 40, no. 3, 1995. jstor, www.jstor.org/stable/25778862 
22 Preston, Diana. “Day Two at Yalta, the Conference That Shaped the World: When Churchill Quoted Marx to Stalin.” 
LITERARY HUB, 2020, lithub.com/day-two-at-yalta-the-conference-that-shaped-the-world-when-churchill-quoted-marx-to-stalin 
23 See Appendix F 
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Joseph Stalin 

In August 1939, Germany and the Soviet Union signed a Non-Aggression Pact, 

promising not to attack each other.
24 

Despite the pact, Hitler invaded the Soviet Union in 

1941. After a series of massive battles and the loss of millions of Soviet troops, the Soviets 

eventually took over the Nazi army and dethroned them from all the territory they had 

occupied in Eastern Europe.
25

 With the Russian army having a strong grip on Eastern Europe, 

Stalin was in a position to take most of what he wanted. Stalin was happy with the decision to 

divide Germany but also wanted Germany to pay heavy reparations for the war damage it had 

caused. The Soviet Union badly needed to replenish its resources both human and material 

depleted by the war. The three leaders eventually agreed that Germany would pay with goods 

and forced laborers. They also agreed that the Soviet Union would get about half of the yet to 

be determined amount.
26

 

Stalin’s priorities were to protect the expanded Soviet State and to be accepted as a 

superpower. He did not want the postwar world arranged by the old imperialist power, 

Britain, or the new military and economic superpower, America. He wanted to impose 

communist regimes on the countries which the Soviet army had liberated from the clutches of 

the Nazi army.
27 

Although he signed the Yalta Declaration on Liberated Europe stating that 

the liberated nations of Europe have the right to create a democratic institution of their own 

choice, he was sure that neither the US nor Britain would seriously demand democracy and 

freedom in the Soviet-occupied territories. The promises the US and Britain extracted from 

                                                
24 “SECRET SUPPLEMENTARY PROTOCOLS OF THE MOLOTOV-RIBBENTROP NON-AGGRESSION PACT, 1939.” 
Wilson Centre Digital Archive International History Declassified, 1939, digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/110994 
25  Graham, John, and Royde Smith. “Operation Barbarossa.” Britannica, 2021, www.britannica.com/event/Operation-
Barbarossa 
26 “February 11, 1945 Yalta Conference Agreement, Declaration of a Liberated Europe.” Wilson Centre Digital Archive, 1945, 
digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/116176.pdf?v=aa91dee05174f33bcb0cefd1e4d561e 
27 Gill, Bennett. “What’s the Context? 4 February 1945: The Yalta Conference Opens.” GOV.UK, 2015, 
history.blog.gov.uk/2015/02/04/whats-the-context-4-february-1945-the-yalta-conference-opens 
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Stalin to allow democratic governments in the liberated countries were easily broken. There 

was no way for the West to enforce them.
28

 

The Yalta conference was a major diplomatic success for both the USSR and Stalin. 

The USSR gained territories in Eastern Europe, Japan, and China, and got the lion's share in 

war reparations. Stalin believed that the wartime alliance would continue after the war, with 

him getting the war credits and would be remembered in history as a spreader of communism 

and a war ‘hero’. 

“Everyone imposes his own system as far as his army can reach.” 
-Joseph Stalin 

 

Controversy 

After the end of World War II, it was clear that the US and the Soviets would be the 

dominant postwar powers. As a capitalist, democratic nation, the USA promoted free 

elections, personal freedom, free press, and free markets in Western Europe, things that were 

not present in Eastern Europe controlled by communist, totalitarian USSR. The situation went 

further downhill because of the expansionist goals of the Soviet Union, contravening with the 

Yalta Declaration, which was supposed to give European Countries the autonomy to choose 

their own government.
29

 Especially in Poland, the Soviets decided to not allow more than 

three non-communist Poles to serve in the 18-member Polish government. Another turning 

point in Soviet-US relations was Stalin’s suspicion that Eastern Europe could be a doorway 

for an attack on the Soviet Union; he desperately created a ring of ‘buffer zones’ surrounding 

the USSR with Communist parties taking full control of Bulgaria, Romania, Poland, 

Czechoslovakia, and Hungary.
30

 The setting up of communist government in Eastern Europe 

became a major concern for the Western Allies as it gave the impression that freedom from 

one dictator was replaced by another and the whole purpose of World War II seemed to be 

                                                
28 Hoffmann, Christiane. “Opinion: Echoes of Yalta’s Failure Today.” DW, 2005, dw.com/en/opinion-echoes-of-yaltas-failure-
today/a-1478473 
29“February 11, 1945 Yalta Conference Agreement, Declaration of a Liberated Europe.” Wilson Centre Digital Archive, 1945, 
digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/116176.pdf?v=aa91dee05174f33bcb0cefd1e4d561eb 
30 Ushistory.Org. “The Cold War Erupts.” US History Online Textbook, www.ushistory.org/us/52a.asp. Accessed 2 Dec. 2021 
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lost in return. As a result, a state of tension emerged between the USSR and the West, firstly 

dividing Europe into two hostile blocs, then spreading to the rest of the world. In a 1946 

speech, Winston Churchill said Europe was divided by an “Iron Curtain”.
31 

Many people 

feared that Communist control would spread to the West. They began to talk of a ‘Cold War’ 

between two armed camps: the US-backed NATO countries on one side, and the Warsaw 

Pact countries of Eastern Europe and the USSR on the other.
32 

As the cold war began so soon 

afterward, Yalta has become a byword for failure and broken promises. 

In reality, the Cold war was bound to happen, Yalta played little to no role in it. 

Russia's beliefs, ideologies, work ethics, culture, history….everything was in stark contrast to 

that of the Western world to such a degree that a clash between them was inescapable. They 

were allies under the principle of “The enemy of my enemy is my friend”, they never fully 

trusted each other. The United States and Great Britain were barely on speaking terms with 

Stalin’s communist regime but both eventually joined forces with the ‘Reds’ because they 

shared a common enemy. “Any man or state that fights against Nazism will have our aid,” 

Winston Churchill told the British people in a radio address.
33

  

The US carefully prosecuted the ‘Manhattan Project’ without sharing it with the 

Soviets. Stalin however, knew about it and had sent spies.
34 

Also, Roosevelt did not look 

favorably on the British colonialism policy and was committed to deconstructing the British 

Empire. This implied, they were allies only in the fight against Axis power and it was just a 

matter of time before their differences created a rift between them. Thereupon to say that 

Yalta was a failure and that Western Allies ‘gave away’ Eastern Europe is false. It is not 

Yalta that is the trouble, but subsequent failure to adhere to the policies and to carry out 

                                                
31 “Churchill Delivers Iron Curtain Speech.” HISTORY, A&E Television Networks, 2010, www.history.com/this-day-in-
history/churchill-delivers-iron-curtain-speech 
32“The Cold War Intensifies.” BBC, bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3h9mnb/revision/9. 
33 “The Eastern Front.” THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM, nationalww2museum.org/war/articles/eastern-front. Accessed 2 Jan. 
2022 
34Sheinkin, Steve. The Race To Build And Steal The World’s Most Dangerous Weapon. New York, Roaring Brook Press, 2012  
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agreements reached at the conference. “The conference itself was an honest effort to set the 

world on the road to lasting peace.”
35 

Diplomatic success 

Churchill, Stalin, and Roosevelt were both, ambitious and forceful men. Together 

they had a huge impact on the course of the war and thus on the shape of the modern world. 

The Yalta conference was a key event in history as the pressing political and economic 

problems were solved by democratic means of work and discussion. “The conference 

successfully laid the groundwork for Germany and Japan to rebuild and recreate themselves 

as modern democracies, thereby acting as stabilizing forces in Europe and Asia. But perhaps 

most significantly, the framework and structure of what would become the United Nations 

came from the meeting at Yalta.”
36

 Shortly after the Conference most American newspapers 

applauded and praised what had been accomplished there.
37 

Later Roosevelt said, “… we did 

not go as far as Britain wanted in the certain area; we did not go as far as Russia wanted in 

certain areas, and we did not go as far as I wanted in certain areas. It was a compromise”.
38 

This affirms that when the conference closed on February 12, 1945, all three greats had lost 

and won. 

  Diplomacy is conventionally equated as an alternative to war, and war as a failure of 

diplomacy. The Yalta conference thus was a diplomatic success, as the ultimate purpose to 

prevent another global tragedy was triumphantly achieved. 

 

 

 

                                                
35Stettinius, Edward. Roosevelt and the Russians: The Yalta Conference. New York, Doubleday, 1949 
36Clifford, Laube J. “World War II Conferences.” Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum, 2009, 
www.fdrlibrary.org/documents/356632/390886/ww_g.pdf/6cea70be-7267-4c90-9bf9-537156b03611 
37 See Appendix G 
38 Roosevelt, Franklin D. “Address to Congress on the Yalta Conference.” The American Presidency Project, 1945, 
www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/address-congress-the-yalta-conference 
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Appendix A 

 

 

  
The Big Three at Yalta, February 1945. Digital Image. “Yalta and The Big Three”, 

<https://catalog.archives.gov/id/531340> 

 

In the picture above, Winston Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Joseph 

Stalin can be seen sitting together on the patio of a Russian resort in the Crimean 

Peninsula. The Standing figures include General Sir Alan Brooke at far left, US 

Admiral William D. Leahy, and US General George Marshall. ‘The Big Three’ met at 

Yalta in Crimea to plan the nature of the post-Axis peace. 
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Appendix B 

 

 
 

Position of Allied Armies. Digital Image. Plokhy S.M“The Price of Peace”. 

Pp.7 

 

The above map shows how the Allied armies advanced from both the east and 

west of Germany in the closing months of World War II. In February 1945, Stalin’s 

troops were only 70 km away from Berlin. On the west side, British and American 

armies still had a distance of 500 km to cover. Stalin, therefore, had the strongest hand 

at the table. 

 

 

 

 



14 
 

 Appendix C 

 

 
 

Agreement on the conditions of the USSR joining the Pacific war. Digital Image. 

“FDR at Yalta Final”, FDR LIBRARY, 

<https://www.fdrlibrary.org/documents> 

 

This is the agreement by Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin about the conditions of 

the Soviet's entrance into the Pacific War. It also states that the demands made by 

Stalin would be fulfilled after the defeat of Japan. This document was kept secret from 

the Chinese government and was not released publicly until early 1946. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fdrlibrary.org/documents
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Appendix D 

 

 
 

Stalin’s consent on joining the UN. Digital Image. “FDR at Yalta Final”, FDR 

LIBRARY, 

<https://www.fdrlibrary.org/documents/> 

 

The final agreement on the creation of the UN was reached in 1945 at the Yalta 

Conference. This is a translation of a letter Stalin sent to Roosevelt after extracting two 

extra General Assembly votes for the Soviet Union in exchange for Soviet participation 

in the United Nations. The foundations of international law by which we live to this day 

were laid in Crimea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fdrlibrary.org/documents/356632/390886/7.4+FDR+at+Yalta+FINAL+3.18.14.pdf/23bff8f2-dd7c-4e2b-a435-24a279d6a9e2
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Appendix E 

 

 
 

Changed border of Poland after the Conference. Digital Image. “What went wrong on 

Poland: Reconsidering the legacy of the Yalta Agreement”, The National Archives, 10 

February 2020. 

<https://blog.nationalarchives.gov.uk/what-went-wrong-on-poland-reconsidering-the-

legacy-of-the-yalta-agreement/> 

  

The above map represents the revised borders of Poland mutually planned by 

the Americans, British, and Soviet delegations at the Yalta Conference. Poland was 

shifted around 200 kilometers westwards on the map of Europe. Eastern Poland, over 

70,000 square miles, became a part of the Soviet Union. 
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Appendix F 

 

 
 

Proposed division of Germany. Digital Image. 

“Churchill and the great republic”, The Library of Congress, 

<https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/churchill/interactive/_html/wc0223.html> 

 

This hand-drawn map was meant to be used to redesign Germany into three 

occupation zones, each controlled by one of the Allies. Later on Churchill’s insistence at 

the Yalta Conference, it was agreed to split Germany into 4 zones. Britain, the United 

States, the Soviet Union, and France would each control one zone. The same four 

countries also split Berlin into 4 zones. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/churchill/interactive/_html/wc0223.html
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Appendix G 

 

 
 

Front page of New York Times, 13th February, 1945. Digital Image. 

<https://www.nytimes.com/1945/02/13/archives/yalta-parley-ends-the-big-three-meeting-

again-to-make-plans-for-the.html> 

 

On February 13, 1945, the New York Times on its front page wrote news 

complimenting the outcome of the conference. It stated “The alliance of the Big Three 

stands firm. Progress has been made. The hope of further gains is high. The conference 

marks a milestone on the road to victory and peace.”  
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billion in reparations from Germany, half of this sum to be destined for the Soviet 

Union. The reparations were extracted from Germany in the form of goods, and 

German labor. They also jointly declare their mutual agreement in assisting the 

peoples liberated from the domination of Nazi Germany and the peoples of the former 

Axis satellite states of Europe to solve by democratic means their pressing political 

and economic problems.   
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The United Nations Charter is the treaty that established the United Nations, it was 

ratified on 24 October 1945. The various series of events led to the writing of the 

Charter, and the UN's founding. To prepare a blueprint that had to be accepted by 

many nations, representatives of China, Great Britain, the USSR, and the United 

States met at Dumbarton Oaks, a private mansion in Washington, D. C. in 1944. The 

important issue regarding the voting procedure in the Security Council that had been 

left open at Dumbarton Oaks was addressed at Yalta  
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Accessed 17 Oct. 2021 

The Japanese raid on Pearl Harbor was one of the great defining moments in history. 

The Naval base at Pearl Harbor was one of the closer targets distance-wise in the 

United States from Japan and it was home to a large portion of the country’s naval 

fleet. America, unprepared and now considerably weakened, was abruptly brought 

into the Second World War as a full combatant. This collection includes historic 

photographs and a detailed overview.  
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The Neutrality Act of 1939 was passed by congress on 4th November. It permitted 

democratic European nations to buy American war materials but only on a ‘Cash and 

Carry’ basis. The ban on loans, however remained in effect, and American ships were 

barred from carrying goods to belligerent ports. 
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yalta-conference 

Franklin D. Roosevelt intended on working with Stalin to have a more peaceful world 

order. Allying with Stalin was a calculated risk taken by both Churchill and 

Roosevelt, after the Conference, they both hoped for a favorable outcome. President 

Roosevelt addressed Congress on March 1, 1945, where he stated that "...the question 

of whether it is entirely fruitful or not lies to a great extent in your hands." He also 

had the firm belief that the conference was a good start on the road to a world of 
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Declassified, 1939, digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/110994 

The Molotov-Ribbentrop pact, also known as the Treaty of Nonaggression between 

Germany and the USSR, was signed in Moscow on August 23, 1939, by the Soviet 

foreign minister Vyacheslav Molotov and the German foreign minister Joachim Von 

Ribbentrop. The two countries agreed not to attack each other or help another party 

attack them for 10 years. The pact however was abruptly broken when Germany 

invaded the Soviet Union in 1941. 
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This book proved quite useful while writing my paper because it strengthened my 

opinion that the conference was a success, as it clearly explained how all the bitter 

statements criticizing the Conference were unjust. It took into account the 
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circumstances under which the Conference was held and the importance of 

compromise to achieve a bigger cause. “Although it is sometimes alleged that there is 

something evil in compromise, actually, of course, compromise is necessary for 

progress as any sensible man knows”  

 

“The Yalta Conference, 1945.” OFFICE OF THE HISTORIAN, 

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1937-1945/yalta-conf 

This noteworthy source consists of various original diplomatic papers regarding the 

entire American history. Initially, this source provided me with the very brief and to-

the-point details of the Yalta Conference. Later, I used this very same source to access 

the diplomatic documents and understand the participation by the United States in the 

formation of the United Nations. 
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health he granted the Soviets too many concessions. But there was a lot that was 

achieved there, for Eastern Europe the road ahead was still difficult at-least Western 
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by individuals. This difference was one of the main reasons for the beginning of the 
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conference. It may have even helped me the most because it explained the geopolitical 
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and Churchill never got the time to discuss their strategy alone, how Poland's 
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On the 2nd day of the conference, Roosevelt announced that American troops will 

leave Germany in two years. Churchill thought it would leave Britain to occupy 

single-handed the entire western portion of Germany … a task far beyond their 

strength. So Churchill supported keeping France strong by giving it a zone of 

occupation in Germany. 
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USA and the USSR was temporary and behind the curtain, they were arch enemies. 
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score a military victory over Germany. On the other hand, the Soviets earlier signed a 
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