
 4 3 2 1 

Historical Research  

Annotated bibliography contains a 
variety of 8 or more relevant 
primary sources, as well as 

additional secondary sources that 
support the topic. Primary and 

secondary sources represent broad 
and exceptional research. The 

significance and use of each source 
is concisely explained and reflected 

throughout the project. 

Annotated bibliography 
contains 8 somewhat varied 

primary sources and 
additional secondary sources 

that support the topic. 
Primary and secondary 

sources demonstrate 
satisfactory research. The 

annotated bibliography 
explains how the sources 
were used in the project. 

Annotated bibliography 
contains 8 primary resources 
and some secondary sources 

that mostly support the topic. 
Primary and secondary sources 
may not represent a variety of 

sources or wide research 
OR 

The annotated bibliography 
may explain how some sources 

are used. 

Annotated bibliography 
does not contain enough 

primary or secondary 
sources, and/or sources are 

unrelated to topic  
OR 

The annotated bibliography 
does not include 

descriptions of how the 
sources were used. 

Historical Thinking 

Demonstrates exceptional skill in 
analyzing and interpreting a Racing 
President’s executive decision, the 
source of their presidential powers, 

and that decision’s effects on 
diverse groups in the nation. 

Analysis is insightful and well-
supported by research. 

Demonstrates satisfactory 
skill at analyzing a Racing 

President’s executive 
decision, the source of their 

presidential powers, and that 
decision’s effects on diverse 

groups in the nation. 

Restates Racing President 
decision without analysis  

OR 
Facts may be evident but might 
not relate to the topic or theme. 

Describes a White House 
or other event that is not 

related to presidential 
decision-making  

OR 
Misinterpretation of major 

facts and events may be 
evident. 

Communication of 
Ideas 

The decision is clearly stated and 
well-supported throughout the 

storyboard and essay. Storyboard 
images and historical essay are 

clearly organized to give a 
compelling account. Both 

demonstrate well-developed ideas 
that are communicated to the 

reader.  

The decision is adequately 
reflected throughout the 

storyboard and essay. 
Storyboard images and 

historical essay are organized. 
Both demonstrate ideas that 

are evident to the reader.  
 

The decision is only vaguely 
reflected throughout the 

storyboard and essay 
OR 

Some lack of organization may 
be evident, making it difficult 

to interpret student ideas. 

No evidence of a decision in 
either the storyboard or 

essay  
OR 

Storyboard and essay are 
overwhelmingly 

disorganized, making 
interpretation of student 

ideas very difficult. 

 
Basic Requirements 

All required parts of the project are 
included.  

Overall project demonstrates 
exceptional effort. 

All required parts of the 
project are included.  

Overall project demonstrates 
effort. 

All required parts of the project 
are included.  

Overall project may reflect 
some carelessness. 

  

Parts of the project are 
missing or incomplete.  

Overall project 
demonstrates excessive 
carelessness and haste.  
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