
White House at Bat: A Presidential History Challenge 

 Annotated Bibliography Guide 
 

What is an Annotated Bibliography? 

An annotated bibliography is a list of all of the sources (both primary and secondary) 

used in your project with a short annotation, or discussion, of the source.    

Why is an Annotated Bibliography Useful? 

An annotated bibliography is your opportunity to think critically about the sources you 

are using and to formulate ideas and connections between sources. Writing down a 

short summary and evaluation of each source will help when you begin writing your 

essay as well! 

Citing Sources 

When you cite your sources properly, you are not only giving credit to the original 

author, you also ensure that your readers know that you did your research properly—

you become a voice of authority!  

For this project, you should use either MLA Style or Chicago Style citations. Chicago Style 

citations are more common for history papers and projects, but MLA Style is ok too—

just be sure to be consistent! If you choose to use Chicago Style citations, this means 

using footnotes in addition to your bibliography, and if you use MLA Style, don’t forget 

your parenthetical citations!  

Annotations: Summarize, Assess, Reflect 

Your annotations should do three things: summarize the main arguments and point of 

the source, assess how useful the source is, and reflect on how this source can be useful 

to you. 

Summarize: Once you have read your source, it’s important to write down its main 

arguments. This will help you remember everything you have read! Ask yourself the 

following questions to help you summarize a source: What type of source is this? What 

topics are covered in this source? What is the author’s main argument? What is the 

point of the source? 

Assess: Once you have summarized your source, it will be helpful to evaluate it. This 

step allows you to critically think about your sources. Ask yourself the following 

questions to help you assess a source: Is this source useful? Does the author show any 

biases? Is the source objective? Is the information reliable? Who is the intended 

audience? 



Reflect: After you have summarized and assessed your source, ask yourself how this 

source fits into your research project. This step will help you figure out how to best 

utilize your sources in your essay and storyboard! Ask yourself the following questions 

to help you reflect on a source: How was this source useful to me? Did it change the way 

I thought about a topic?  

Putting Everything Together  

Now that you have put in all the hard work of researching and annotating, it’s time to 

organize your bibliography to make it easy for both you and your reader to reference. 

We have included a Sample Annotated Bibliography, and here are some of the key 

formatting elements: 

 Divide your bibliography into two sections: Primary Sources and Secondary 

Sources 

 Entries should be alphabetized in each section  

 Citations should come first in the correct format (either MLA or Chicago), 

followed by your annotation in paragraph form  

 

This is what an entry should look like: 

Full citation in Chicago or MLA format 

 This [TYPE OF SOURCE] explains [SUMMARY OF INFORMATION IN SOURCE]. It is 

similar to/provides a different perspective from [ANOTHER SOURCE YOU ARE 

USING]. It will add to my research by [SAY WHY SOURCE IS USEFUL].  

 

Goodwin, Doris Kearns. Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln. New 

York: Simon & Schuster, 2005. 

 This biography explains how and why Abraham Lincoln chose the men to serve 

in his Cabinet. It is similar to Lincoln’s Melancholy because both are biographies. 

Team of Rivals will enhance my research by showing more of the context and 

relationships that influences Lincoln’s decisions as president.  

 

Helpful Hints: 

 Compile your bibliography and write your annotations as you go. This will make this 

process much easier! 

 Take notes as you do your research. That way, you don’t have to read things twice to 

remember a specific part of the source. 

 

This guide was adapted from resources found at https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/ 


